Gloucester Docks Estate Management Company Drugs Policy

General

The purpose of this procedure is to ensure that any sharps or drugs paraphernalia are
carefully contained and disposed of properly. There is only a negligible risk of getting HIV
form a used syringe however there is a great risk of contracting Hepatitis as it survives
longer outside the body. All staff need to be aware of the personal safety issues involved
with finding and collecting ‘sharps’. This procedure will help alleviate the possibility of
needle stick injuries to security or cleaning staff.

Procedure

e If drug paraphernalia is found anywhere on the estate this should immediately be
radioed through to control and the time, location and what was found should be
entered into the DOB.

e The Police should be contacted immediately on 101 to arrange for collection of the
substances if required depending on the circumstances or they will advise on its
removal from the area.

e Do not leave the items unattended especially if a syringe or needle is present. Call
control and someone will be sent to the area with the Drugs / Sharps Pack.

e The Drugs Packs contains the following items:

- Sharps bin

- Gloves

- Apron

- Hand Sanitizer / Disinfectant

- Mask

- Tweezers

- Plastic Bags

e If you choose to pick up the item please use all of the PPE provided in the pack
where necessary. Gloves, a mask and an apron should be worn at all times and extra
care should be taken when collecting needles / syringes.

e Any other paraphernalia should be placed in one of the plastic bags provided and
handed to the Police if drugs are suspected to still be present.

Company Office: 250 Aztec West, Aimondsbury, Bristol, BS32
4TR. Company Number: 06713925

July 2024



e When picking up a syringe do so by holding the barrel with the needle pointing away
from you and take care not to stick you or anyone else. If there is no longer a barrel
attached or it is damaged then use the tweezers provided to pick the needle up and
put it into the sharps bin provided.

e Any disposable PPE should be double bagged and disposed of in an appropriate bin

e Hands should then be cleaned with sanitizer before leaving the area to help prevent
contamination with thorough cleaning of all exposed skin and clothes as soon as is
practicable.

e All non-disposable PPE should be thoroughly cleaned and stock within the Drugs
Pack replenished for future use.

e If you do not want to handle the items yourself then please contact someone who
will. If someone is not available straight away then you will need to prevent people
from coming in to contact with the items with barriers etc.

e Reports should filed accordingly
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